to be relieved at five o'clock. A fortnight ago we
had to lie for eight days on end among the rocks,
and for three days with no food at all."

I feel it cannot be sufficiently stressed that with-
out a single exception all our militiamen are
volunteers, and our regiments are nothing but
armed party groups. From October loth, however,
militarization has been introduced as well as unity
of command under the Ministry of War ; at the
same time a new form of military discipline, severe
though democratic, has come into force. Firmly
convinced of the people's will to win, the Govern-
ment in the middle of the war have left it optional
to all who do not approve of militarization to be
released of their obligation to serve and to go home
on October loth.

That afternoon we were relieved by a company
which had arrived from Madrid a few hours before.
Nearly all were volunteers who were at the front
for the first time. Not only in years but in their
whole deportment they were like children still.
They took over our rifles, and they were singing as
we saw them disappear one by one behind the
ridge. Clearly, the words " Sabemos veneer o
morir " (We know how to conquer or die), from
the " Young Guard/5 were to them much more
than an empty slogan.

Without weapons we were kept in our villa as a